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I do so not only with keen personal regret, but with a lively
understanding of the gap your withdrawal will create in
public life. My sense of personal loss is very great; and
yet my sense of the loss to the Nation as a whole is even
greater. You have been over four years Secretary of "War.
I wonder if you yourself realize how much you have ac-
complished during that period. If you will turn to your
first reports and will read therein the recommendations
you made in order that the army might be put on an effec-
tive basis, you cannot but be pleased at the way in which
these recommendations have now been adopted by Con-
gress as well as by the administration, and have become
enacted into law or crystallized into custom. We have
never had a public servant of the government who has
worked harder than you have worked during these four
years and a half, and this not merely in point of time, but
above all in point of intensity; and your success has been
equal to your labor. The only reward you have had, or
can have, is the knowledge of successful achievement, of the
performance in fullest fashion of a great public duty, the
doing of which was of vital importance to the nation's
welfare.

"Tour duties have included more than merely the admin-
istration of the Department and the reorganization of the
army on an effective basis. You have also been the head
of the Department which dealt with the vast and delicate
problems involved in our possession of the Philippine
Islands, and your success in dealing with this part of your
work had been as signal as your success in dealing with the
purely military problem. To very few statesmen indeed
in any country is it given at one and the same time to
achieve signal and striking triumph in the administration
and reform of the military branch of the government and
in the administration of what was in effect a department
of insular dependencies, where the problems were new to
our people and were in themselves of great difficulty.

"Moreover, aside from your work in these two divisions
of the government service, I appreciate most keenly the